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Arthur first appeared in the sport as a keen member of the Glasgow Wheelers and his racing career included two Brighton to Glasgow stage races in 1946 and 1947. The British League of Racing Cyclists (BLRC) ran these events and Arthur was one of their staunchest supporters in Scotland. 

However, Arthur really made his mark on the sport as one of the most influential sports administrators in the UK. He was the longest serving President of Scottish Cyclist Union, a post he held for 32 years from 1952 until 1984. He was fully committed to establishing road racing in the UK and his talents as an administrator were first demonstrated when he played a leading role in negotiations between the various Scottish Cycling Bodies which resulted in the formation of the Scottish Cyclists' Union in 1952. Arthur also held the Presidency of the British Cycling [image: image4.png]NIXA
BLCF



Federation from 1970 to 1976.

A prominent Commissaire, Arthur officiated at many major events as a UCI Commissaire and was a member of the UCI Technical Committee from 1977 to 1989, chairing the committee from 1981 to 1989. It shows something of his dedication to the sport that, having recognised the need to learn French to effectively carry out his UCI duties, he worked to become fluent in that language. Arthur was also very influential within the Commonwealth Games movement and was Chairman of the Commonwealth Games Council of Scotland from 1982 until 1990, a period which included the 1986 Edinburgh Games.

Arthur was the recipient of several honours. He was awarded an MBE in 1970 for his services to cycling and cycling itself marked his contribution to the sport with the UCI Merit Badge and BCF Gold Badge of Honour.

From the Independent News Paper

Arthur Campbell - Fiery campaigner for cyclists 

Published: 09 July 2007 

Arthur Campbell, sports administrator: born Glasgow 20 May 1918; President, Scottish Cycling Union 1952-84; MBE 1970; twice married (two daughters); died Glasgow 23 June 2007. 
'I know, Mr Dalyell, everyone will have told you that I am a pain in the arse," was the first remark that Arthur Campbell ever made to me, back in 1968. I gave an embarrassed smile. Because those were precisely the terms in which "everyone" had told me about Campbell and his fiery, obsessive campaign to present the case for cycling.

At the time, I was the obligatory local MP on the organising committee for the 1970 Commonwealth Games in Edinburgh. We had many competing demands, the chief of which came from the swimmers, who were requesting an expensive Olympic-sized pool. The chairman, Sir Herbert Brechin, Lord Provost of Edinburgh, said that his colleagues on Edinburgh City Council were insisting that they had no money for a velodrome and the cyclists would have to use an unsatisfactory track at Grangemouth, 20 miles away.

But Campbell pestered us all for a velodrome on site at Meadowbank. A few colleagues and I warmed to his cause and persuaded Denis Howell, the sports minister, to come up with the money. Jackie Meekison, director of operations for Scottish Cycling, recalls that, when the city council promised in their submission to build a new velodrome in Edinburgh, Campbell "fought our corner for many months, eventually succeeding when, as Arthur succinctly put it, 'a track was built on non-existent ground with non-existent money'. Had it not been for Campbell, the city council would have reneged on the promise."

The velodrome proved important, too, for generations of cyclists to come. The Olympic cyclist Chris Hoy says that "without the velodrome, I would not have become a track cyclist, and would not have had the opportunity to go forward and become Olympic champion". It is characteristic of Campbell's kindness and the way that he looked after potential cyclists that in 1994, when Hoy was away from home for the first time at training camp in Majorca, on his 18th birthday Campbell, then aged 76, cycled 13km to the nearest patisserie and brought back a birthday cake on his handlebars.

Arthur Campbell was born in 1918 in Glasgow, educated at St Mungo's Academy in Glasgow and, after jobs including coal carrier, panel beater and apprentice coachbuilder, went into the motor trade. His great love was cycling, however; he had joined the Glasgow Wheelers in the 1930s and remained a member until his death. In 1952 he helped to set up the Scottish Cycling Union, and served as its president for more than three decades.

Campbell's influence on cycling went far beyond Scotland. Brian Cookson, currently President of the British Cycling Federation, describes him as

one of Great Britain's most effective and influential cycling officials, who worked tirelessly all his life for the sport he loved. He reached the heights of the international scene as chairman of the technical committee of the International Cycling Union and played an important part in development of the sport. He certainly helped me personally with advice and guidance. Above all, he enjoyed riding a bike.

In the early 1950s, Campbell learned French so that he could talk to those involved in the Tour de France. In 1994, he was the Chef de Mission at the Commonwealth Games in Victoria, Canada and in 1998 had as his guest on the 75th birthday of the Glasgow Wheelers the great Eddie Merckx himself. Just before he died, Campbell was producing plans for a velodrome in Glasgow in anticipation of a Glasgow bid for the 2014 Commonwealth Games.
From The Scotsman 

Published 10th July 2007

ARTHUR CAMPBELL, MBE 
Cyclist and sports administrator 
Born: 20 May, 1918, in Glasgow. 
Died: 27 June, 2007, in Glasgow, aged 89. 

ARTHUR Campbell was the sports administrator whose international outlook exported the best of the cycle sport to topmost foreign competition, and brought top names to his native Glasgow. His influence, inspiration and connections helped create the Scottish Milk Race, attracted the best teams in Europe, and riders including Tour de France winner Joop Zoetemelk. 

He smoothed Glasgow cyclist Billy Bilsland's path to Europe, encouraging his future son-in-law in riding the Giro d'Italia and Vuelta d'Espana, winning the Tour de L'Avenir and a stage of the Warsaw-Berlin-Prague Peace Race. He also paved the way to France for Glaswegian Robert Millar, giving the future Tour King of the Mountains winner French lessons before he left. 

His skills in tact and diplomacy were bolstered by laughter, humour, honesty and firmness that when necessary bordered on downright bullying. In an era when Scottish cycling interests were split, he befriended all sides, 

and aged 34 in 1952, helped unify the sport in a single body, the Scottish Cyclists' Union. Sporting gratitude saw him remain as inaugural president for 34 years, during which time he was also appointed president of the British Cycling Federation for six years - and in the election for that post, he beat then sports minister Denis Howell, by a single vote. 

He treated his appointments vigorously rather then as a member of the "blazer brigade". He represented Scotland for 36 years on the world body, Union Cycliste Internationale (UCI), his detailed knowledge of cycling law and regulation seeing him appointed president of the UCI technical committee for 12 years, the only UK person ever to hold the post. 

Arthur's vision succeeded in confounding sporting procedure in the 1930s, when sports leaders in the amateur code tended to come from the top drawer. But Bridgeton-born Arthur cannily targeted cycling, coming under strong influence of Glasgow Clarion, the cycling club with a politically socialist ethos. He used his membership of the Communist Party to foster close relations with Eastern Europe, then a force in cycling. 

But most of all, he realised early the value of successful communication. He appreciated that if Scotland was to be recognised in the cycling world, it would have to be on the terms of the French, and his ability in the language surely equalled present-day business standards. He was also fluent in German, and Czech, once chaired a meeting in Italian, and had a grip of Spanish. Travel on six continents saw him absorb simple basics of the tongues of the areas. 

All this was achieved in spite of the toughest beginnings. Arthur was born of poor parents in Bridgeton, Glasgow, leaving school at 14 to heave for the local Co-operative. Intelligent but ill educated, his aptitude for study showed itself when the French cyclist Charles Sansoon arrived in Glasgow. The young Arthur found himself unable to communicate - and his decision to go to night classes in French propelled him into the internationalism of cycle sport. 

His talents are backed by his accomplishments: first person to serve two terms as chairman of the Commonwealth Games Council for Scotland, and involvement in many Commonwealth Games including those in Edmonton, Kingston (Jamaica), Edinburgh, Auckland and Kuala Lumpur - as well as organising some 20 world championships. In 1970, he was made MBE for services to sport. 

For a self-confessed racing man, he accomplished an astonishing amount of touring. He boxed his bike as part of his luggage wherever he went, once in 1953 famously cycling from Glasgow to a UCI meeting in Zurich. 

His several machines were all top-grade, and in his eighties, he'd don Lycra like 20-year-old, craggy features of a veteran below auburn hair barely greying. Out with the boys meant literally that: I last saw him in action at 75, pounding up the Minister's Brae out of Strathblane of a Sunday afternoon during 80 miles non-stop with a pack. 

At the Commonwealth Games in Auckland in 1990, he and I were Scotland team colleagues, leaving the Games village at 5am for 25 miles on the road before the day's work. Typically Arthur, he'd invested in a Maori phrase book, greeting passers-by with a cheerful "Haere mai", and taking his leave with "Ka kite ano". 

When 18-year-old Andy Young raced the ride of his life in Auckland, Arthur knew it - he had to lift him off his bike. The same Andy never knew whose hand lay behind giving him the honour of bearing Scotland's Saltire at the Games closing ceremony. 

Arthur's patience and humour failed only where drugs became involved. As Scotland general manager at the Commonwealth Games in Edinburgh 1986 and team commandant in Auckland four years later, he made it clear that anyone involved in drugs would be expelled from the Games. His well-founded suspicion that a Scots cyclist in Auckland was using drugs mercifully came to nothing when the rider crashed out in the event. 

He encouraged Scotland to make a mark on international cycling, through officials like Gerry McDaid, Jock Shaw and George Millar.
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