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[image: image2.jpg] In 1935, Jackie Bone from Milngavie, created a sensation in British cycling circles by breaking the British 12 Hour record. The method of running a 12 hour time trial in the West of Scotland usually meant a very early start, as soon as there was sufficient daylight. The riders set off round the coast with various incursions inland and finally returned to a 7 mile finishing circuit in the Linwood area having completed a distance of approximately 211 miles. The finishing circuit had been previously marked out at regular intervals. The event timekeepers were located on the finishing circuit and each rider's progress was logged and when it became apparent that the rider's 12 hours would finish before another circuit could be completed, an assistant timekeeper would await the rider with a watch synchronised with the timekeeper's race watch, jump onto the competitor's wheel and follow him till his time ran out, then note the spot, and check the number of wheel revs. back or forward to the nearest marked position, report this to the event recorder to calculate the total distance covered. There were always tales of the unfortunate runner-out who had been allocated a rider who was going well at the end of the event and was having a job hanging on.

In 1935, provision had been made for what was considered to be a feasible distance, but Jackie Bone confounded the experts by exceeding the marked distance and had to be sent off in the direction of Paisley over cobbled streets to finish his 12 hours. Later the same day, in England, an English rider finished a 12 hour event with a greater distance to set a new record, so Jackie (Mulguy) Bone was a British Record Holder for only a short period. In the same event Jackie Potter, the Glasgow Wheelers current oldest rider finished 6th covering 228miles.

Pre-war, bunched road racing was only permitted on roads closed to other road users. The Manx International Cycle Road Race was born in 1936, initially as a fill-in event during the Manx T.T. motor-bike races on the famous Isle of Man T.T. circuit. The circuit measures 37.75 miles and the first push-bike race was run over one lap. In 1937 a Wheelers team went to the Isle of Man, by which time the event was contested over 2 laps. On the final climb over the mountain road there were 3 riders at the front of the race, two Glasgow Wheelers and one rider from the Yorkshire RC. Donald Morrison of GWCC was first to break clear but he was chased and caught by club-mate Jackie Bone along with the Yorkshire rider. When it came to the final sprint Bone took second place ahead of team mate Morrison.
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