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[image: image4.jpg]Tommy Banks started cycling back in 1957, both his father, who had been Scottish roller racing champion, and brother, were both racing in time trials.  At the time he was more into football, playing for the school team, but done a few 10 mile time trials together with a friend called Sandy Blackwood, who wanted to become a racer.

In 1958, his father who had then retired from racing suggested that Sandy and Tommy might like to try the track events at the forthcoming Cowal games. Since Sandy was keen, they started to do a bit of sprint training, but after a few sessions, Tommy started to outdistance Sandy, who soon lost interest.

                                                                   ABOVE: A youthful Tommy in 1970
Tommy’s club, at that time, was the Maryhill Wheelers. In preparation he rode in the clubs track championships, at Westthorn Park, finishing second overall. He then rode at the Cowal games, finishing first in the 440yds handicap, and second in the 880yds handicap.  It was only after his first experience of racing that a real keen interest in cycling started to develop.  Tommy soon packed in football after this, which he regrets in some form to this day.  His talent for football at the time left him wondering if you could have made the grade. Tommy explains ‘This is not to say that I have not enjoyed my time in cycling, but the rewards from football, potentially are much greater, this is also not to say that I rated myself at football, I did not, and plenty of my friends told me I was rubbish!’. However, many of Tommy’s schoolteachers thought he was a reasonable player, and tried to persuade him to carry on playing at the time.

When he took up track racing, it had a far higher profile that it has nowadays.  Reg Harris, a name known to everyone in this country, had only retired in 1957.  The publics knowledge and appreciation of track racing was far greater than now, despite the excellent results being achieved by Scottish track riders in the last few years.  

Whilst initially in his cycling career, Tommy only raced on cinder tracks, there were always large crowds watching the racing, so there was a bit of ‘glamour‘ in racing.  In retrospect, Tommy explains: ‘nobody could have foreseen was that track racing was then entering a long period of decline.  If you attend a track meeting now at Meadowbank, spectators are almost non-existent’.
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ABOVE: Tommy in 1970 at the Commonwealth Games

After Tommy’s early success at the Cowal Games, he was to go on to join the Glasgow Wheelers in 1968/69. Shortly after joining in 1970, Tommy represented Scotland in the Commonwealth games and in the following years won 18 Scottish championships including four successive sprint championships from 1971 to 1974. After 1975, His racing career became curtailed due to the starting of his own business but his achievements in the previous years earned him a place in the GWCC ‘Hall of Fame’. Tommy is still a dedicated Glasgow Wheeler to this day having devoted many years to the club. If he was to re-start his cycling career now, Tommy says -  ‘I would try to make it on the road, probably as a roadman-sprinter, whilst doing a few track events, when they fitted in.  Road racing now is what it’s all about.’

Short Cycling History:-

· First race was a confined 10 mls T.T. in 1957, aged 13.
· First track race was at the Cowal Games in 1958, when aged 14.  No junior races on the track then, so you raced with the seniors.
· First Scottish championship won was at the Cowal Games in 1959 aged 15.
· Joined the Glasgow Wheelers in 1968/69.
· Total Scottish championships won were 18, including 4 successive, sprint championships from 1971 to 1974.
· Represented Scotland at the Commonwealth games, in Edinburgh 1970.
· Racing career became curtailed after starting own business in 1975, when aged 31.
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ABOVE: This is another of old photograph, taken during a heat of the 440 yds handicap, at Rangers sports, Ibrox stadium in August 1959, when Tommy was 15.  There are two riders who are obscured, but those visible from the left, are Tommy Banks, Malcolm Ramsay, Johnston Wheelers, Andy Williams, and Tommy Jardin, both Chryston Wheelers.   Tommy was to win both the cycling events that day, with the prize for each event valued at £10.00.  A lot of money back then!
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ABOVE: Commonwealth games cycling team in 1970. Left to right Sandy Gilchrist, Ken Whitson, John Clark, Andy McGhee, Ian Bilsland, Tommy Banks, Sandy Gordon, Neil Walsh ( Physio), Ian Thompson (manager), Brian Temple, Drew Brunton, Phil Siers.
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ABOVE: 1972 club presentation. From the left - Sandy Gordon, Jack Potter, Tommy Banks, Douglas Bilsland, Liam Armour, Billy Semple, and Jimmy Brinkins.
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                                  Affiliated to the Scottish Cyclists’ Union and British Cycling Federation
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