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	Event:
	Club Hill Climb 2007 - Lennoxtown


	Date:
	21st October 2007


	Reporter:
	Mark Symington



	Report:


Club Hill Climb 2007: Won by an expresso 

It was four years to the day the vision came to Ed. Laying in bed engulfed in cycling magazines, the prophecy of winning the club hill climb for four years running came over in a tsunami wave. Since that day, every morning of the club hill climb Ed has developed a strict ritual of kneeling naked in front of his aging poster of Daly Thomson and splashing himself with orange barley Lucozade, the light energy refreshment of his sporting idol. Today was the day that Ed would find out if his prophecy would come true.

The car park in Lennoxtown was a place of speculation. Ed’s Hill climb nemesis, Jamie McQueen, was intent on deciphering the current form of the hill climb champ whom upon hearing his name mentioned, popped his head up from behind his car. During a textbook example of a cyclist’s pre-competition conversation about current form, witnesses heard Ed explain that form was poor, and had a mysterious illness that came on during the journey to Lennoxtown. Jamie then replied to Ed that he has done no cycling for the last three months, got a cold, a chest infection and also lost a leg. Verbal camouflage of cycling form at it’s greatest.

After hearing Jamie and Ed’s the conversation of blind mans buff, Graeme Shields thought his prospects for the day were looking brighter. Exclaiming to Andy Underwood that he could beat a cripple ‘nae bother’ he and the Cannondale went away for a private motivation talk leaving Andy shaking his head. Pete Smith was another member up for beating his time from last year, and was turned out beautifully in wheelers kit freshly ironed that morning alongside his underpants. He later explained that a crisp kit promotes a professional cycling mind state, and that helps him on the climb. Well anyway… onto the results ………

The climb itself never gets any easier; you only manage to get up it that bit faster or slower. Ed Cluer proved he still has some punch, winning the hill climb by one second over the athletic Jamie McQueen. Due to Ed’s current performance enhancer in the form of a coffee kick, I’m guessing it that Ed won today ‘by an expresso’. Others suspect however it’s the picture of Daly Thomson he keeps in his minds eye. 3rd was Andy Underwood on 2.45, 4th Mark Symington on 2.48 and 5th was Kristoff on 2.56. It was a good morning for the Wheelers, and everyone seemed to enjoy the event. It was perhaps the prizes from Neil at Bilsland Cycles that made the day! Thanks to Eric, John and Joan for timekeeping. Photos can be found on our Fotopic site.

Results:

Ed Cluer - 2.30

Jamie McQueen – 2.31 (First Junior) 

Andy Underwood – 2.45

Mark Symington – 2.48

Kristof Aksness – 2.56 (2nd Junior)

Graeme Shields – 3.15

Ross Murdoch – 3.16

Pete Smith – 3.17

Peter Allen – 3.25

Lindsay Farmer – 4.01
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     Ed Cluer: Winner on 2 min 30 sec                      Jamie McQueen: 2nd on 2 min 31sec      
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Above: Andy Underwood, 3rd on 2 min 45 sec
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Photo after the 2007 club hill climb

More photos of everyone in the web photo section.
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